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effecton both birds, althoughtheywerenot actuallyseento drive off the intruders;
thesewere,however,kept at bay by the numerousKittlitz's Sand-plovers(Charadrius
pecuarius)whichI suspectwerealsonestingin theimmediatevicinity.
On August 3, anothervisit was madeto the colony when almosttotal desertion
of the nestsby the parent birds was the first indicationthat somethingwas amiss.
Practicallyeverynesthad beenrobbedandthe few thathadnot,had beenabandoned:
the full clutchfrom only threenestsshowedsignsof successfulbreeding,althoughthe
youngbirds werenot to be seen.Severaleggswerestill stuckto theinsideof thenests
by meansof the film of soda alreadymentioned;a large hole on top of each egg
indicatedhow the contentshad beenremoved.Other eggssimilarly plunderedwere
also found lying a few feet from the nests.No sign could be found of a four-legged
predatorand my earlier observationspoint to the Grey-headedGulls as the most
likely culprits.
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AN UNUSUAL THREAT DISPLAY OF
THE AFRICAN ELEPHANT
By
c. A. SPINAGE, F.Z.S.
Whilst visiting the Queen Elizabeth National Park in Western Uganda during
December,1959,the writer was fortunatein witnessingan unusualthreatdisplayby a
young bull elephant(Loxodonta africana). Almost everyherd that the writer came
acrossat this time showedsignsof excitementand frequentchargesweremadeat the
vehicle,possiblybecauseit wasa peakperiodfor mating.Althoughelephantsseemto
breedall the year round, Perry (1953) concludedthat they had a period of greater
intensityfromDecemberto March.
Approachingone small herd quite closely,a youngbull showedresentmentat the
presenceof the vehicleand wentthroughall the customarymotionsof threatwithout,
however,actuallymakinga determinedcharge.Even thetypical sidewaysswingof the
headas it sightsits objectwith one eye,was not followedup with a charge.Whilst
going through such motions it suddenlyknelt down on all fours, and lifting one
fore-leg,pawedthe air with it. At the sametime the mouthwasheld openwith its
trunkcurledbackoverits head,andits maleorganwasalsoextruded.
The African AssistantWardenwho was accompanyingthe observerstatedthat he
had seena similar displayonceor twicebefore,but as so few peopleappearto have
done so, usually moving off at the first signs of aggressivenesson the part of an
elephant,it seemedworthwhilerecording.
Beingso engrossedin this strangedisplay,thewriter omittedto takea photograph
of it.
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